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Music

Senior Recital
Lizzie Tesch, Saxophone
Accompanied by Elaine Moss

Sunday, April 23, 2017
2:00 p.m.
Birder Hall

~Program~
Sonata for alto saxophone and piano………………………………………………….Paul Creston
I. With vigor
II. With tranquility
III. With gaiety
Lizzie Tesch, alto sax
Beau Soir…………………………………………………………………………..Claude Debussy
Lizzie Tesch , tenor sax
Selections from Lincolnsax Posy………………………….Percy Grainger, Arr. Broderick Lemke
I. Dublin Bae (Soprano’s Song)
II. Harkstow Grange
IV. The Brisk Young Soprano
Featuring Members of the St. Norbert College Saxophone Ensemble:
Lizzie Tesch, Soprano, Emily Brewer, Alto, William Myers, Tenor, Broderick Lemke, Bari

~Intermission~
Desert Tide…………………………………………………………………………....Alex Shapiro
Lizzie Tesch , soprano sax
Sevilla……………………………………………………………......I. Albeniz, Arr. Marcel Mule

Featuring Members of the St. Norbert College Saxophone Ensemble

Saxarella……………………………………………………………………………Rudy Wiedoeft
Lizzie Tesch , C Melody sax
The recital of Lizzie Tesch is presented in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
Music Performance degree. Lizzie is from the studio of Dr. John Salerno.

~Program Notes~
Sonata for alto saxophone and piano
Paul Creston (1906-1985), who’s given name was Giuseppe Guttoveggio, composed Sonata for
alto saxophone and piano in 1939. Dedicated to American saxophonist Cecil Leeson, the work
has become one of the most well-known and frequently played works for alto saxophone and is
traditionally regarded as one of the most difficult pieces of saxophone repertoire. The piece is
split into three movements, each with an initial tempo marking. The first movement, With vigor,
is a movement of contrast, with an aggressive, exciting opening theme followed by a more
mellow, broad theme. Movement II, With tranquility, is an excellent example of Creston’s ability
to write beautiful melodic themes, allowing for a rest from the excitement of Movement I.
Finally, Movement III, With gaiety, is full of life. The crisp style allows for a distinct contrast
from the previous movement and an enthusiastic conclusion to the piece as a whole.
Beau Soir
Living from 1862 to 1918, Claude Debussy was the leading figure of French music during his
time, and is still regarded as one of the greatest composers in history. Born into a poor family in
France, it was his gift at the piano that sent him to the Paris Conservatory to study and led him
through a successful career. Some of his most notable works include Prelude to the Afternoon of
a Faun, Clair de lune, and La mer. French for “Beautiful Evening,” Beau Soir is a French art
song set to a poem by Paul Bourget and was originally written for voice. The piece is meant to
give the sensation of peace that is found in the evening, and was written by Debussy when he
was likely 15 or 16 years old. This transcription, written for tenor saxophone and piano, brings
out the rich colors and impressionistic approach typical of Debussy’s music.
Selections from Lincolnsax Posy
Featuring Members of the St. Norbert College Saxophone Ensemble – Lizzie Tesch, Soprano,
Emily Brewer, Alto, William Myers, Tenor, Broderick Lemke, Bari Considered to be Percy
Grainger’s greatest work for wind bank, Lincolnshire Posy is based on folk songs collected in
Lincolnshire in 1905-06. Grainger was born in 1882 in Australia and began studying piano at a
young age, eventually moving to the United States at the outbreak of World War I. Lincolnshire
Posy is described as a collection of “musical wildflowers,” which is used to describe not only the
songs, but the singers who sang them as well, meaning that each of the six movements has its
own unique style and personality. The original work was composed and premiered in 1937,
although the initial premiere of the piece in Milwaukee of 1937 was incomplete, as the Pabst
Blue Ribbon band, which premiered the work, was not up to the challenge of the harder
movements. Lincolnsax Posy was arranged by Broderick Lemke, a student of St. Norbert
College, for the St. Norbert College Saxophone Ensemble.
Desert Tide
Born in 1962 and raised in Manhattan, Alex Shapiro began composing at age nine. She attended
the Aspen Music School, majored in composition at The Juilliard School and Manhattan School

of Music, where she picked up an interest in electronic music. Today, Shapiro is known as one of
the pioneers in the use of digital media for the promotion of artists’ works, and has written a
variety of music with electronic backing, from concert band and wind ensemble pieces to solo
works. Written for solo soprano saxophone and electronic accompaniment, Desert Tide is
described by Shapiro as “some of the most programmatic music I’ve composed” Based on
Shapiro’s trips through some of the world’s greatest deserts, including the Sinai and Mongolia’s
Gobi, the scene is described as follows: “the desert’s arid stillness and the weight of the
morning’s expanding heat. A sudden rainstorm overtakes the landscape, forming instant pools of
water over the cracked earth. The storm passes as quickly as it arrived, and as the birds and
reptiles emerge to greet the fleeting moisture, the music ends as flowers straining upward against
the bluest sky for those few passionate moments of their fullest bloom.”
Sevilla
Featuring Members of the St. Norbert College Saxophone Ensemble Isaac Albeniz (1860-1909),
was a Spanish pianist and composer who, much like Grainger, was known for his works based on
folk music, typically written for piano. Sevilla comes from Albeniz’s larger Suite Espagnole for
piano, and is frequently heard as an arrangement for guitar solo, but this particular arrangement
was written for a traditional saxophone quartet by Marcel Mule. The piece is written as a lively
dance in ¾ time, which frames the middle, rubato section that forms a cadenza for the soprano
saxophone. The piece is known for his light, refined tones and harmonic backgrounds and greatly
reflects the influence of Spanish dance rhythms on Albeniz’s works.
Saxarella
A well-known American saxophonist, Rudolph “Rudy Cornelius Wiedoeft was born in 1893 in
Detroit Michigan. Beginning his musical career on violin, and then clarinet, Wiedoeft wouldn’t
begin playing saxophone until he relocated to New York City, when the instrument as still
relatively new and unusual. During the 1910’s, Wiedoeft became known as a virtuoso of the
saxophone, and was particularly well known for playing the C melody saxophone, a unique
member of the saxophone family that was immensely popular from the 1910’s until about 1930,
when production of the C melody ceased. Today, C melody saxophones are no longer produced
in any capacity, and are rarely used in concert pieces, replaced by the much more common and
traditional alto saxophone, including in many of Wiedoeft’s pieces written for C melody. His
style was known for rapid runs of articulated notes and long legato phrases that are reminiscent
of the ragtime style, and Saxarella is no exception. This performance of Saxarella will be
performed on a traditional, antique C melody saxophone, owned by my grandfather, who played
the instrument throughout much of his life. Now roughly 90 years old, the saxophone features a
beautiful lower register, a crisp upper register, and a sometimes temperamental middle range in
comparison to modern saxophones, a result of changes in technology and creation of the
instrument as a whole.

St. Norbert College Music Department Events
Spring 2017
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Charlie DeVillers, Sr. String Bass Recital, Birder Hall, 4:00 p.m.*
Fresh Ink Concert, Birder Hall, 7:30 p.m.*
Angel Tzu Nung Lin Guest Artist Piano Recital, Birder Hall, 7:30 p.m.*
Connor Klavekoske & Emily Brewer, Jr. Piano & Alto Saxophone Recital, 4:00 p.m.*
Spring Choral Concert, Walter Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
Jessica Kust, Sr. Piano Recital, Birder Hall, 2:00 p.m.*
Nick Carncoss, Merit Recital, Birder Hall, 1:00 p.m.*

May
2
5
6
7
10-20

Honor’s Recital, Birder Hall, 7:30 p.m.*
Dudley Birder Chorale, America Sings, Walter Theatre 7:30 p.m.***
Dudley Birder Chorale, America Sings, Walter Theatre, 7:30 p.m.***
Marshall Moss Choral Sing, Birder Hall, 2:00 p.m.*
Knights on Broadway Spring Showcase, Birder Hall

June
12-16 Summer Band Camp, Walter Theatre, 7:30 p.m.*
*Free Admission
***Special Ticket Pricing
For Tickets: www.snc.edu/performingarts

